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pathology, pharmacology, and chemistry. Lectures 111 clinical
medicine and sirgery are given at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.
Various courses of lectures are from time t’l time available

for graduates at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, the City
Hospital, and some other institutions.
Instruction in bacteriology and pathology is available for

medical men throughout the year also at Belfast.

THE ARMY AS A MEDICAL CAREER.

FEw matters of importance and interest to the medical
profession, and especially to the medical student, have been
more written about than the work and position of the Royal
Army Medical Corps. After years of controversy between
the Army Medical Service and various Governments we

appear, however, to have reached at length a stage affording
a more secure and satisfactory footing than has hitherto been
the case. It cannot, we think, be denied that, as the result
of the recent movement for the reform and reorganisation of
the medical service of the army, many radical and salutary
changes and improvements have been effected in all that
appertains to that service. We are very glad to be able to say
this because we have always felt that on every ground it was

highly undesirable that there should be among the younger
members of the profession anything like a boycott of an
important public service with distinguished traditions. The

present time, therefore, affords a very fitting and favourable
opportunity for taking accurate stock of the Army Medical
Department and for frankly and dispassionately considering
what are the inducements held out to young medical men to
throw in their lot with the army and to serve their country
and their profession by joining the Royal Army Medical
Corps.
The medical service having some years ago been organised

as a corps with an autonomy of its own and the question of
the military titles, rank, and status of its officers having been
settled in accordance with their wishes, and with those of the
profession generally, there still remained for solution the

problems of how the needful supply of highly qualified
medical candidates could be obtained, and how the State
could have the assurance that their scientific knowledge and
professional efficiency would be always maintained.
The official answer to these questions is to be found

in the last Royal Warrant published in THE LANCET
of March 29th, 1902, p. 912, and in the regulations
for admission into the Royal Army Medical Corps which
were published in THE LANCET of May 10th, 1902, p. 1339.
There is little need to refer to the fierce fire of adverse
criticism which hailed the advent of the report of the War
Office Committee. We said at the time that at that stage
of the proceedings the report should be simply regarded
as outlining an immature scheme, and that many of the

objections would disappear when it came to be considered in
detail, as it would have to be, whilst it was being formu-
lated officially into the shape of a warrant and regulations.
This is what has actually taken place, and as regards the
omission of all mention of India in the Royal Warrant
we have since had the satisfaction of announcing 
the Secretary of State’s decision that the warrant is
to be made applicable to that country. So far.
then, as official documents are concerned all seems to
be open and above board as regards the terms, material
advantages, and conditions of service offered to intending
candidates. The medical officer of the future will be largely
master of his fate. He will on entering the service be in
possession of a fairly liberal rate of pay and will learn much
that will be both new and interesting as well as much that
will hereafter prove useful to him. He will while serving in
the corps have special opportunities for the study of his pro-
fession and can accelerate his promotion and qualify for an
appointment with extra pay as an expert in subjects for which
he has any special knowledge, taste, or aptitude. Success
ill the Army Medical Service is no longer by a dead-level
seniority, the door is thrown open to professional merit and
attainments in a way that has never before been, but which
we have always advocated should be, the case. With the
increased facilities for professional and scientific study, and
the establishment of a staff medical college in London,
the public medical services will be brought into clo.-e
relations with the medical rofession in civil life, and

medical officers will be able to avail themselves of
the large and varied field of clinical material and hos-
pital practice to be found in this metropolis. All this
should prove for the mutual benefit of the State and the
medical service. There is, then, no reason why a really good
stamp of men should not in future be attracted to the army,
nor any reason why they should not, with periodically
recurring opportunities provided for tudy, be able to main-
tain a high professional standard and to keep themselves
abreast with the progress of modern medical knowledge and
thought.

Lest it be thought that we lay too much stress upon this.
matter we would point out that the Royal Army Medical Corps
must first and foremost be regarded as a scientific branch of
the service if it is to maintain a high and respected position,
and this on the mere ground of self-intereht the officers and
men of the army are quick to find out those whom they can
trust when sick or wounded. They are naturally only too glad
to avail themselves of the aid and skill of those who show
that they are keenly interested in their profession and are
ready to do all they can to support the position of such men,
if only in order to retain the benefit of their services. It
is, after all, a matter of common sense and experience
that this should be so. Of course in this, as in every
other walk in life, a man has to a large extent to make
his own position by the exhibition of his personal quali-
ties, but if in addition to being professionally capable
he is in mind and manner a self-respecting gentleman it
would be hard to find a better or more pleasant position in
life than such a medical officer will occupy. An officer of
this stamp has always made, and will so long as human
nature remains what it is continue to make, many true
friends in the army. And if he takes part in a campaign and
serves on a battle-field he will experience what the ties of
comradeship mean, will see surgery.on a big scale, and other-
wise will learn lessons which he will never forget. There are
besides some other things which medical service in the army
offers that cannot be found in any other career. A medical man
in the army is a cosmopolitan. He sees in the course of his
service-life many lands and many different peoples and
meets with many new and varied experiences as he travels

through fresh fields, each of them presenting stimulating
subjects for curiosity, observation, or inquiry ; he is afforded
opportunities for studying disease under different aspects
and in different climates and under a variety of conditions ;
and, if he is a lover of nature and has an open and intelligent
mind or a taste for natural history, he cannot fail in the
course of his service to meet with a variety of interesting
objects and situations which rarely, if ever, fall in the way
of the civil practitioner in this country. He is a medical
officer and has perforce duties other than medical to dis-

charge, but he has a fixed and, on the whole, fairly good
income and knows not the carking care and anxiety attend-
ing monetary struggles in early professional life.

There is, of course, another side. Many hardships are
inseparable from army life and foreign service, but on
these things there is no need to dwell as they must all be
more or less obvious. It is, perhaps, worth mentioning that
if in many respects the army medical officer has to encounter
obstacles and difficulties in the study and pursuit of his
profession which are not present in civil life he enjoys one
advantage: the medical officer in dealing with soldiers is
dealing with men living in community under exactly the
same conditions ; he knows all about their environment,
their mode of life, and their habits, so that under such cir-
cumstances the observations made regarding a body of
troops often part-tke very much of the nature of an

experiment.
To sum up the whole matter, we think, then, that for young

and well-trained medical men generally the army as a career
offers many distinct advantages, and that for a certain class
of enterprising and observant man service in it holds out
unique opportunities.

CONGRESS OF MEDICAL ELECTROLOGY AND
RADIOLOGY.&mdash;The Second International Congress of Medical
Electrology and Radiology will be held in Berne. Switzer-
land, from Sept. Iht to the 6th. The proceedings will com-
mence on August 31st with a reception at the Restaurant du
Musee. The meetings will be held at the Institute of

Physiology. Biihlplatz, on Sept lst, 2nd 4th, 5th, and 6th,
from 9 A M. to noon and from 3 to 5 P.M. On Sept. 3rd
there will be an excursion to St. Beatenberg.


